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The Australian Cross Disability 
Alliance (ACDA)

• New, innovative model of representation of people
with disability inAustralia and internationally.

• Conceived and developed by DPOs to reflect the
CRPD.

• Made up of four DPOs: Women With Disabilities Australia;; People with
Disability Australia;; First Peoples Disability Network Australia;; and,
National Ethnic Disability Alliance.

• The four organisations are independent, but come together as the
ACDA to work collaboratively to advance the human rights of people
with disability.

• ACDA is recognised by Government as the primary mechanism to
advance the human rights of all people with disability inAustralia.



Human Rights Based Framework
• ACDA embeds and recognises that the international human
rights treaties and mechanisms provide the framework to
advance the rights of people with disability.

• ACDA recognises that the international human rights treaties must
be implemented as complementary mechanisms to advance the
human rights of people with disability.

• ACDA is ‘cross-­disability’ and rights based. Focuses on the
prohibition of discrimination and the promotion of equality, rather
than on the categorisation of various disabilities based on
impairments.

• ACDA focuses on and addresses ‘intersectionality’ – with
particular focus on women with disability, Indigenous peoples with
disability, people with disability from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds and children and young people with disability.



ACDA Focus on Youth with Disability 

• Youth with disability are represented and meaningfully engaged as
partners in the work of ACDA member organisations, including at
governance level.

• ACDA is working with youth with disability to build capacity to
establish their own DPO.

• Prioritises the active and meaningful participation of youth with
disability at all levels of decision-­making.



Case Study:  WWDA Youth Network

• Young women with disability identify lack of information about their
rights – particularly sexual & reproductive rights, and the right to freedom
from all forms of violence -­ as barriers to their participation and decision-­
making power.

• Young women and girls with disability want to work together to build
their capacity to realise their human rights – this builds individual
autonomy and agency and the formation of a collective identity.

• In recognition of these facts, and in response to calls from young
women and girls with disability, just over a year ago, WWDA facilitated
the establishment and development of the WWDA Youth Network. .



Case Study:  WWDA Youth Network
• WWDA Youth Network has been created by and for girls and young
women with disability. Is new and embryonic.

• WWDA Youth Network model is scaffolded by a human rights
framework.

• Targeted at girls and young women with disability aged 13-­30 years, but
has a strong focus on adolescent girls.

• Key functions include: providing peer education, learning and
participation opportunities for girls and young women with disability
around issues such as: sexual and reproductive health rights;; gender
identity, gender expression, sexuality;; freedom from all forms of
violence;; decision-­making processes;; inclusive education;; access to
justice and meaningful employment.

• Is organic, interactive and distributed across a range of platforms
including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and the flagship WWDA Youth
Network website (www.youth.wwda.org.au).



http://youth.wwda.org.au

WWDA Youth Network Website 



WWDA Youth Network Website: 
Infographics



WWDA Youth Network Website: Articles 



WWDA Youth Network Website: Articles 



https://www.facebook.com/WWDAyouth
WWDA Youth Network on Facebook 



https://twitter.com/wwda_youth



Case Study: Emerging young leaders with 
disability 

• Partnership project between PWDA and the
Australian Human Rights Commission.

• Focused on building skills, knowledge and direct
experience of the international human rights system.

• Involved active participation of a youth delegation in the 7th session of
the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the CRPD (June 2014).

• Key theme of 7th session – Youth with disability: critical that young
people with disability were involved, as stipulated in article 4(3).

NOTHING  ABOUT  US  WITHOUT  US!



• Youth with disability delegation to COSP selected after an application
process – DPOs nominated emerging leaders.

• 7 young people with disability selected: 5 young women with disability
and 2 youngmen with disability.

• 2 mentors with disability coordinated and supported the delegation
throughout the process.

Building the future of the disability rights movement



Capacity building Activities - COSP
Pre-­COSP:
• Training on international human rights, the COSP and preparations for
delegation activities;; Meeting with members of the Australian Govt
delegation;; Meeting with Vice Chair of the CRPD Committee;; Meeting
with Chair of the International Disability Alliance.

COSP:
• Formal meetings and side-­events;; Prepared and delivered side-­event;;
Delivered formal statement to the meeting;; UNICEF Youth program;;
Networking opportunities;; Communications (daily reports, social media)

Post-­COSP:
• Reflected on activities and learnings
• Identified personal action plan for future



Tangible Outcomes - COSP
All members of the youth delegation are now actively engaged in the
disability rights movement:

• elected to the boards of their DPOs
• employment in a human rights and disability advocacy organisations
• active in the youth parliament
• mentoring young people with disability
• advocating on issues for people with disability



Participation at all levels of decision-­making is a fundamental
human right.

Participation is one of the most critical principles underpinning any
and all efforts to promote the human rights of young people with
disability.

Participation of young people is 1 of the 5 thematic areas in the UN
System-­wide Action Plan on Youth (Youth-­SWAP) -­ the blueprint that
identifies the UN’s major priorities for youth.

Participation of young people with disability must be central to the
development and implementation of policies of social inclusion,
gender equality, non-­discrimination and prevention of sexual
violence.

Key Summary Points


